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Far from the buſy ſcenes of Life— 
Far from the World, its Cares and Strife; 
la Solitude, more pleas'd to dwell, 
Ihe Hegaxtit calls you to his Cell, 
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8 ROBERT was born in the city of Vork 
I father's name was Tockleſe Floure, and his 
ther's Smimeria; who being of the beſt rank of 
zens, and following a moſt Chriſtian rule of good 
had a ton whom they named Robert, and bro 
him up in all virtuous education; and as he pre 
years of diicretion, ſo they trained him up in leari 
and virtuous exerciſes, This holy man, even fro 
infancy, had a continual recourte to godly pra 
never once ſtooping to the love of pleaſures, but 
i creaſing in holineſe, was at length made Sub-Dea 
Not long after this, Robert went into the N 
parts of the country, and betook himſelf to a cer 
houſe called the New Monaſtery of the Ciſter 
order, where he had a brother of that order: ther 
remained ſome four months, giving them a true 
tern of ſobriety and good life, and then he returne 
Eis father's houſe. After a few days, this ferva 
Gd privately fled from his parents to Knareſboro 
a> God had inſpired him, to an Hermit there, lead 
a ſtrict life amongſt the rocks, who ſeemed at firſt! 
of ſuch an aſſociate as Robert, but afterwards by 
overcome by the temptation of our common enemy 
Devil, he returned again to his.wite.and children, 
left Robert alone, who with wonderful abſlinence 
fiicted himſelf. | | 
Aͤtter this Robert went to a-certain matron, not 
from bis cell, to aſæ an alms, who gave-hum as 
g wund, with the Chapel of St Hilda, a he tho 
good to dig and till: This alms Robert-accepted 
nd remained there almoſt a year, chaſtiſing his ! 
with auſtere mortifications, and applying hi 


' ally to the ſervice ef God. little before he 
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ied thence, thieves broke into his celf, and took all 
b proviſions away, and upon that he determined to 
e the place, and went to Spofforth. where he ft2ved | 
chile, attending only to prayer and other ſervices ; 
God Almighty. The fame of his ſanctity and holy | 
Wnerfition cauſed moſt of the country to come flock- * 
to him, but for avoiding of applauſe (the holy 
always rejecting vain-glory) he ſecretiy de- 
Wired 2nd changed his abode. | 
W No ſooner had the Monks of Adley heard of Ro- 
It's retiring from Spofforth, but they were earneſt 
th him to come and live among them, which the 
od man did, and became a poor brother of their 
Ale, and ſabmitced himſelf to their ſpiritual rules 
W: diicipline : As for his garment it was on!, one, 

1 that of white colour, which ſerved rather to cover | 
nkedneſs than to keep him warm. His bread | 
dthree parts barley-meal, his broth was made of J 
lwoury herbs, or a few beans ſerved with a little 
„ye once a week he had a little meal put into it. 


_ aan | | 
Ma utcrity of life was not ſuitable to the looſer fort [ 
4 hat monaſtery, who were emulous of his virtues and | 


tient of rebuke; which the Man of God per- f 1 
mz, he returned again to the Chapel of St. Hilda, | | 
re ne was joyfully accepted of the mation. She 

FEnily ſet on workmen to build a place for the | 
lf in of his corn, and for other necef{:ry utes. /] 
Ins Man of God ſpent whole nights in watching | 
prayer; and when he flept, which was more for 

lity than other iſe, he made the ground his bed. 

lad four ſervants, two whereof he employed about 

de, the third he kept for divers uſes, and the 

oF” > commonly retained about himſelf, to ſend | 
ki into the country to collect the people's alms 
ſe poor brethern which he had taken into his | 


Tm Wa 6 
8 e day it chanced as St. Robert ſlept on the griils, Fl 
ji much wearied with his continual aukerenets, . y 


ictier being lately dead, appeared unto him vorg - 


) 


fad, pale, and deformed, telling him that for uſut 


to him again with a chearful aſpect, giving thanks 
her ſon, and departed and praiſed God eternally. 


the third of a giant-like ſtature, holding two 
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and divers other tranſgreſſions, ſhe was judged to me 
grievous pains unleſs be relieved her by his praye 
which St. Robert promiſed to perform. Being great 
troubled for the diſcomfort of his mother, he wel 
unto prayer; and not long after his mother appear 


Not long after this, William Stuteville, Lord of 
foreſt, paſling his cell, demanded of his ſervants, W 
lived there? They anſwered, One Robert, an he 
hermit. No, anſwered Stuteville, rather a receiver 
thieves; and in a diſtempered manner command 
his followers to level it with the ground, which 
done accordingly. Then Robert removed. to a pla 
near the town of Knareſborough, where he had betd 
remained, contriving no better a dwelling than o 
a {mall receptacle by the Chapel of St. Giles, m: 
up with the boughs of trees. The holy man ſtill 
creaſing in virtue and godlineſs, made the enemy 
man more deſirous of his everthrow, and thought ol 
again, by his former means, to diſquiet his virtu 
endeavours. Stuteville, a fit inftrument: for ſuc] 
purpoſe, coming that way, by the inſtigation of 
Devil, took notice of a ſmoke that aſcended fr 
Robert's cell, and demanded, Who lived the 
Anfwer was made by his ſervants, Robert the Her 
Is it Robert, quoth he, whom I overthrew and 
pelled my foreſt? Anſwer was made, The ſan 
whereat enraged, he ſwore to raiſe it to 
ground, and expel Robert the next day frem his m 
non-houſe for ever. But in the night, in his ſid 
there appeared unto him in a viſion three men, 
rible and fearful to behold, whereof two carrie 
burning engine of iron beſet with ſharp and fire y tec 


ciubs in his hands, came furiouſly to his bed, ſay 
Cruel Prince, and inſtrument of the Devil, 
«quickly and make choice of one of theſe to del 


* * 


SNN 
« thyſelf for the injuries thou intendeſt againſt the 
Man of God, for whom Lam ſent hither to fight 
« with thee!“ 25 | 

Hereupon Stuteville cried out, and with remorſe of. 
anſcience cried-to God for mercy, with proteſtations 
amend ment, whereat. the fearful vifion vaniſhed — 


ky gute ville coming to himſelf, preſently conſtrued that 
tis revelation was ſent from God, for the violence 
of ine and intended againſt St. Robert his ſervant.— 


Wherefore the next day he conferred all the lands be- 
ween his cell and Grimbald-Craig-Stone for a perpe- 
nal aims; and, that the ground ſhould not lie untilled, 
e gave him two oxen, two horſes, and two kine. 
Not long after Robert took into his company a Jew, 
mom he employed as overſeer of the poor and 
ifrbutor of- their alms. One day the Jew, being 
wercome by the devil, fled away from the holy man, 
ad in his flight fell and broke his leg; which the 
y man underſtanding (by revelation) made haſte to 
im, and chiding him for his fault, which the Jew 
xknowledged and deſired pardon, forthwith Robert 
leling his leg, all embrued in blood, with his holy 


ſacird, reftored him to his former fate, and brought 
of im back to his cell. | 
| fr Robert's care of the poor was great; and, that he 
the echt the better relieve their wants, he defired his 


kiron Stuteville to beſtow on him a cow, which was 
ranted ; but withal ſuch a cow, ſo wild and fierce, 
Wi: none durſt come near her. The. Man of God 
Pacing haſte to the foreſt, found her, and embracing 
is mer 2bout the neck, brought her home as meek as a 
mb, to the great amazement of the ſpectators. One 


en, WT'dtuteville's ſervants told his maſter of this thing, 
arr: withal ſaid, he would deviſe away how to get the 
y teꝗ again from Robert. But his maſter did not ap- 
WO ove of this motion, nevertheleſs the fellow, with 
{ay Wotorfeit looks and geſture, framing himſelf lame 


it of hands and feet, encountered Robert, and de- 
ed ſome relief for his wife and children, who were 


ſtir but was lame indeed. Perceiving this to be th 


plough, and made them every day to plough hi 


. 
miſerably oppreſſed with hunger and want, unt 
whom Robert gave his cow, ſaying unto him, „G 
« gave and God ſhall have, but 10 ſhall thou be | 
*© thou makeſt thyſelf to be, and when: this deceive 
thought to depart with his cow, he was not able t 


juſt judgment of God for deluding ht» ſervant, h 
cried out, Robert, true iervant of God, pardon mi 
« trefpaſs and the injury I have done unto you, 
which the indulgent and good old father inſtantly did 
reſtoring him to his former ability, and returned int 
his cell, where he was received with joy. 

A company of deer from the foreſt haunted hi 
ground, and ſpoiled his corn, doing him much harm 
whereof e complained to his Patron, requiring ſom 
order to be taken therein. To whom his Patron thu 
replied, Robert, I give thee free leave to impounc 
ce theſe deer, and to detain them till thou art ſatis 
*« fied.” Whereupon the holy man went into th 
fields, and with a little rod drove the deer out of thi 
corn lize lambs, and ſhut them up ia his. barn. 
Which done, Robert went back to his. Patron. ac 
quainting him therewith,. deſiring him withal tt 
looſe the ſaid deer. His Patron anſwered, tha 
<««. Robert had leave freely to uſe the deer ſo impound 
ed in the plough, or in any other ſervice of hui 
© bandry,” for. which Robert returned him man) 
thanks, and went back to his cell. And taking th 
deer out of the birn he put them under the yoke te 


ground like oxen, which was daily Jeen aud admired 
by all. | 

Eing John coming that way, and hearing ſuch re 
nown of Robert's ianctity, was pleaſed: to viſit him a 
his poor cell, and conferred upon that place as rhuci 
of his waſte wood next adjoining as he could conver 
to tillage with one plough or team. This ſervant 0 
God told Lord Bryon that came for his benedictio 
and zo know what good or. evil ſucceſs he ſhould bas 


3 
ha voyage he was to take upon the King's ſervice, 
dat he ſhould effect his buſineſs, and brigg his occa- 


© bens to a good period; but withal that he ſhould 
Weg erer return. A | . | | 
Not long after he foretold that preſently after his 
than che Monks of Fountains-Abbey would with 
b bce ſtrive to take his body wich them. He willed 


1 een of his houſe to reſiſt, if need were, with ſecular 
Immer; willing that his body, ſhould there reſt, where 
digg, gave up his laſt breath; which was done and 
ned accordingly. The holy man, perceiving him- 
kif to draw towards--his end, commanded the bleſſed 
kcrament to be brought unto him, preparing to die 


*. jth an holy and humble heart 

wo. At which time the Monks of Fountains, hearing 

8 cis near approaching end, made haſte to come to 
0 


lim bringing their habit, wherein his body was to be 
klted and interred. To whom he told, his own or- 
lnary garment. was enough, neither deſired he any 
fer. : | | 
As he lay-at the point of death, the Jew with his 
lows came weeping over him, and deſired his laſt 
ling, which he willingly gave them; and-1n that 
nerciſe yielded up the Ghoſt. His body was with 
ke reverence made ready for the grave, and the bruit 
king div ulged abroad, the Monks of Fountains came 
d gave him therr-habit, which he refuſed wnilſt he 
bed, endeavouring to carry away his body by force; 
It a company of armed men from the caſtie reſiſted 
dem, who returned home ſad for ſo great a loſs, 

ln concluſion, he was buried in the Chapel of Holy 
ls, in a new tomb. There came to honour his ob- 
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h re. [ | 
im ales great maltitudes of-all ſorts of 3 kiſſing 
oc ofiio wherein his body was incloſed. rr 


On one fide the entrance into the Chapel 


= dert, under a ſhade of ſpreading ivy, is th 
gion night Templar, cut in the rock, in. 


Wing his ſword to defend the place froi 
ce of rude intruders. | 


N If Jock, Ats r 4 and altar Pomieli adorged with 0 
die orns behind the altar is a large nickel 
7 _” where fort = "ood an image; #and on each ide 

5 ad is a place 10 the Holy Water baſon: Here are alli 

; | » the figures of three, heads-deſigned,” as-is ſuppaled 
-- --, foran ea alluſion to the order of the Mogg 

bk the once neighbouring priory, by ſome of WH 
they were probably cut; che order was ſled Sani 
Trinitatis. At ſome diſtance is another head, fad lf 

Es. _ repreſent that of Ihn che Baptiſt, to whom this chap 
A 18 ſuppoſed to have been dedicated. In the ff 
5 cavity Where formerly” ſome ancient 20 Was de 

ted. 

The chapel is ten feet fix. Jnches Jong, nine 65 

wide, and ſeven feet fix inches highs, near vine 
e E e | 


Benenth yon ivy? 8 e made N 
For lonely contemplation made, {ul 
An ancient chapel ſtands complete, | 
Once the Hermit's calm retreat 
From worldly pomp and fordid 1 
Jo humble penitence and prayer; 8 I 
The ſight is pleaſing all agree: E 1 
Vo. or es turn and: 1. i 
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